Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.072; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.9.
Related literature
The title compound is an important intermediate in organic synthesis. For the synthetic procedure, see: McDonald & Reitz (1972) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The tittle compound, meso-2,5-dibromo-hexanedioic acid dimethyl ester is an important intermediate for the synthesis of dimethyl cyclobut-1-ene-1,2-dicarboxylate. We herein report the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
The molecular structure of (I) is shown in Fig. 1 . Bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) .
The central C4-C4A bond of the title compound, C 8 H 12 Br 2 O 4 , represents a crystallographic center of inversion. The latter is also repsonsible for the observation of the meso form. There are no intramolecular hydrogen bonds, but molecules of the title compound are connected by C-H···O intermolecular interactions to form a three dimensional network (Table 1) .
Experimental
The title compound, (I) was prepared by a method reported in literature (McDonald & Reitz, 1972) . Single crystals were obtained by dissolving (I) (0.5 g, 1.5 mmol) in ethanol (25 ml) and evaporating the solvent slowly at room temperature for about 3 d.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.96 Å for alkyl H, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 40% probability level. Atoms labeled with the suffixes A are generated by the symmetry operation (1/2 -x, 3/2 -y, 1 -z). Hydrogen bonds are shown as dashed lines. 
Special details

